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TAGS: PFOR, SREF, PK, IN, BG

SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH NEW PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR

 

1. DURING HIS COURTESY CALL ON ME YESTERDAY, I ASKED

PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR MOHAMMED KHURSHID WHETHER ANY STEPS

WERE IN THE OFFING, NOW THAT HE HAD ARRIVED, TO SOLVE THE

TWO QUESTIONS STILL OUTSTANDING BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND

BANGLADESH -- THE QUESTION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AND

THE BIHARI PROBLEM. HE SAID NO, THERE WERE NOT. HE SAID

THE FIRST ISSUE THAT NEEDED TO BE DEALT WITH WAS THE

RESUMPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS LINKS AND HE HAD ALREADY

CONVEYED A BDG SUGGESTED DATE TO ISLAMBAD FOR CONSIDERATION.

THIS WAS A SIMPLE MATTER AND REALLY ONLY REQUIRED PUSHING A

BUTTON. NEXT THEY WOULD NEED TO GET STARTED ON THE

RESUMPTION OF TRADE, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE AN EXCHANGE OF

DELEGATIONS. SO FAR AS THE QUESTIONS OF ASSETS/LIABILITIES

AND BIHARIS WERE CONCERNED, THEY HAD TAKEN THE POSITION THAT

BOTH SIDES SHOULD BEGIN WITHA CLEAN SLATE. AFTER REVIEWING

THE PAKISTANI VERSION OF THE BREAKDOWN OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS

DURING BHUTTO'S VISIT TO DACCA, HE SAID THAT EVENTUALLY IT

MIGHT WORK OUT THAT PAKISTAN OWED BANGLADESH A LITTLE SOME-

THING OR THAT BANGLADESH OWED PAKISTAN A LITTLE SOMETHING;

BUT PAKISTAN HAD NO MONEY TO REPAY SUCH AN OBLIGATION AND
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NEITHR DID BANGLADESH. IT SHOULD ALSO BE KEPT IN MIND WITH
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RESPECT TO THE BIHARIS, HE SAID, THAT THEY WERE FULL-FLEDGED

CITIZENS OF BANGLADESH. UNLIKE THE SOVIET UNION WHICH COULD

ABSORB NEW POPULATION GROUPS TO HELP DEVELOP THINLY

POPULATED AREAS, PAKISTAN COULD NOT AFFORD SUCH A LUXARY

AND IN ANY CASE HAD ALREADY TAKEN A LARGE NUMBER OF THE

SO-CALLED BIHARIS. NONE OF HIS REMARKS ON THIS SUBJECT

SUGGESTED THAT HE FORESAW PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES AT ANY

EARLY DATE.

 

2. I MADE THE POINT TO HIM DURING THE COURSE OF THE

CONVERSATION THAT WE HAD USED WHATEVER CHANCE WE HAD HAD

IN THE PAST TO URGE ON THE BDG THE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF

CONCILIATION WITH PAKISTAN AND, ESPECIALLY IN THE MORE

RECENT PAST, HAD ALSO URGED THE NEED FOR A GOOD RELATIONSHIP

WITH INDIA. AMBASSADOR KHURSHID SAID THIS WAS EXACTLY THE

WAY HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT FELT. HE SAID HE HAD RESPONDED

EARLIER IN THE DAY TO A VISITOR, WHO APPEARED TO THINK

HIS ARRIVAL HERE WOULD SOMEHOW BE TO INDIA'S DISADVANTAGE,

THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, PAKISTAN FELT THAT BANGLADESH MUST

HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH INDIA.
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